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ton islands, lies due north of Fiji. Originally a Protectorate,
the islands were formally constituted a Colcny at the request
of the native chieftains, in 1915. The Gilbert group con-
sists of some sixteen islands and the Ellice of nine small
clusters. The total population is about 34,000, of whom
only a few hundreds are Europeans, the native peoples
being of Malayo-Polynesian race. The principal expert is
copra.
Each island has its own native council presided ever by
a native magistrate, and law and order are well maintained
under the general supervision of the European officials.
Much medical work has been undertaken, and a large
central hospital is maintained at Tarawa in the Gilbert
group, every island having its local hospital under the charge
of a native student trained at Tarawa.
Ocean island, like Nauru, is rich in phosphates, and is
worked by the British Phosphate Commission. Fanning
island is the mid-ocean station of the Pacific Cable Board.
Christmas island is leased to the Central Pacific Coconut
Plantations Ltd. Communications between various groups
are maintained by the vessels of Burns, Philp & Co., the
Phosphate Commission, and others, and by wireless tele-
graphy and telephony.
THE BRITISH SOLOMONS
This Protectorate consists of a double row of islands,
extending from the Bougainville Straits to the edge of the
Santa Cruz group, a distance of 900 miles, the total land
area being about 11,000 square miles. The native popula-
tion, mainly Melanesians, number about 94,000. The seat
of government is at Tulagi, and the Resident Ccmmissicner
is assisted by a small Advisory Council^ executive functions
being exercised by District Officers, who travel constantly